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any serious fault with it. The facility with which Professor Rat- 
zel has utilized the inexhaustible data evidently at his disposal 
and the eminently successful manner in which he has separated 
the true from the untrue have made his History of Mankind a 
work of high value. 

It is sincerely hoped that the third and final volume will con- 
tain an exhaustive index of the three, and that a list of author- 
ities will also be included. With these, Ratzel's work should have 
a place among the reference books of every English-reading stu- 
dent of the history of man. F. W. Hodge. 



Dr Paul Eh/renreich : Antliropologlsche Studien uber die Urbewohner Bra- 
siliens, vornehmlich der Staaten Motto Grosso, Goyaz und Amazonas 
(Puras-Gebiet). Nach eigenen Aufnahmen und Beobachtungen in den 
Jahren 1887 bu 1889. Mit zahlreichen Abbttdungen und Tafeln. Braun- 
schweig, Fr. Vieweg und Sohn. 1897. 4°, viii + 168 pp. 

This comprehensive work records the results of somatologic 
researches made among indigenous tribes in the southern and 
central portions of Brazil. The author is not a novice in South 
American exploration, having studied the Botocudos in Espiritu 
Santo long before he started, in company with Karl von den 
Steinen, on his second expedition to the Shingu and its tribu- 
taries in 1887, and it is to him that we owe a more thorough 
knowledge of the Botocudo or Aimore language than was ever 
acquired by Castelnau or von Martius. When von den Steinen 's 
second journey came to an end Dr Ehrenreich separated from 
the party, and, bent on further research, alone descended the 
Araguaya and ascended the Amazon to the Purus. The tribes 
he specially investigated there were the Ipurinas,the Yamamadis, 
and the Paumaris. 

Whatsoever it was possible to achieve in somatologic and purely 
anthropologic research among these tribes he performed. He 
measured only 184 individuals belonging to seventeen tribes, but 
of these he took all the measurements that could be demanded 
by the most enthusiastic votary of science. He photographed 
about the same number of individuals, but the shyness of the 
women prevented him from obtaining as many facts with refer- 
ence to the female sex as to the male. In the measurement of 
the heads Virchow's craniometer was used. The four great racial 
groups of Brazil— the Caribs, Tupis, Arowaks, and Ges — are 
all represented. 
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An interesting chapter is devoted to a pathological discolora- 
tion of the skin noted on many individuals on the Purus river 
and vicinity. Von Martius mentions a tribe there whose name, 
Purupurtis, is derived from the disease, it signifying " the spotted 
ones.'' The discoloration begins at the age of puberty and is first 
bluish gray, afterward changing to a whitish hue. The change 
of com plexion does not become complete until advanced age, and 
in the meantime the health of those affected does not seem to be 
at all impaired. The disorder is, however, contagious, and Ehren- 
reich ascribes it to a parasitic skin disease of vegetal origin. 

The tallest race seen by the Doctor and von den Steinen was 
the Boror6s, on the San Lourenco river, their stature exceeding 
1.70 meters, approaching therefore that of the Osages and Karan- 
kawas of North America. As the pursuits of the Shingu tribes 
are agriculture and hunting, their legs are found to be longer 
than their arms. Judging from the portraits, most of which 
were taken from both front and side, not many of the natives 
have high cheek-bones or are prognathous. They have mostly 
round and happy-looking faces, straight hair, and clean-cut lips. 
Some of them look wild, but these instances are not more fre- 
quent than in the case of their red brothers of the United States. 

A clear distinction between the tribes of the Arowak (or Mai- 
pure), the Carib or Galibi, and the Tupi-Guarani stocks was not 
made until the first expedition of von den Steinen to the upper 
Shingu river. The confusion was chiefly one of language, for the 
tribes of all these three stocks had borrowed extensively from each 
other's vocabularies. But the above-named explorer discovered 
in the Baka-iri the true, old Carib language and race, undis- 
turbed by foreign admixtures. This enabled him and other in- 
vestigators to separate accurately the Carib dialects of all South 
America from the Arowak and Tupi dialects, an enormous gain 
for ethnography. This also places the present work of Ehren- 
reich on a true scientific foundation. 1 

The preface of 44 pages is intended to instruct the reader as 
to the point of view from which the study of ethnography should 
be undertaken, and is one of the best treatises on that subject 
we have ever seen. A. S. Gatschet. 

J Compare Ehrenreich's treatise on Brazilian races and languages (Petermann's 
Mittheilungen, May and June, 1895, with map), in which eight families of languages 
and of races are established and described. 



